15 Essential Phrasal Verbs for IELTS Speaking

- personal, everyday topics

« Be into — to really like something or have it as a hobby.
“I’'m really into rock climbing at the moment.”

« Keen on — similar to “be into”, great for showing enthusiasm.
“I've never really been keen on going to the gym.”

« Head out — to leave home and go somewhere.
“I usually head out after work to meet friends.”

« Stay in — to remain at home instead of going out.
“During the week, | tend to stay in and relax.”

+ Get along with — to have a good relationship with someone.
“I get along really well with my colleagues.”

.

EXYIYH How do you usually spend your free time?
\V/

In my free time, | like to keep things pretty low-key. I've never really been
keen on going to the gym. These days, I'm quite into Latin music, especially
bachata, so | go dancing occasionally and that's a pretty good workout. After
work on Fridays, | usually head out to meet up with some friends | really get
along well with. During the week, | tend to just stay in and relax.
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15 Essential Phrasal Verbs for IELTS Speaking

- telling stories & describing experiences

« Call off — to cancel something.
“We had to call the trip off because of the weather.”

« Turn up — to arrive, often unexpectedly.
“A few friends turned up and made the night even better.”

« Run out of — to have none of something left.
“We ran out of petrol in the middle of nowhere!”

« End up — to describe the final result, often a surprise.
“We got lost but ended up finding an amazing café.”

« Look forward to — to feel excited about something in the future.
“I'm really looking forward to going back one day.”

.

Describe a time when things didn't go as planned.
\V/

A while back, | was all set for a hiking trip with some friends, but we had to
call it off because of the weather. A couple more friends turned up
unexpectedly, which was a nice surprise. We ran out of petrol on the way,
but we ended up finding an amazing little café instead. Now I'm really
looking forward to going back one day.
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15 Essential Phrasal Verbs for IELTS Speaking

- abstract ideas & analysis

« Figure out — to understand or find a solution.
“Governments need to figure out ways to reduce pollution.”

« Cut down on — to reduce something.
“People should cut down on plastic use to help the environment.”

« Stem from — to be caused by something.
“A lot of stress stems from long working hours.”

« Boil down to — to simplify to the most important point.
“Success often boils down to hard work and consistency.”

« Play a role in — to influence or contribute to something.
“Technology plays a big role in how students learn today.”

ﬁ]ﬂ Who do you think is most responsible for solving
< environmental problems — governments or individuals?

Many problems in society stem from human activity. Governments need to
figure out ways to tackle these issues, and people should cut down on habits
that harm the environment. Ultimately, it all boils down to the choices
individuals make, and education plays a key role in bringing about real change.
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